Blu-ray Discs

Blu-ray Discs offer high-definition video and high-resolution audio, providing a superior viewing experience to DVD. However, they can only be played on devices specifically made to play Blu-ray Discs (i.e. Blu-ray players, Playstation 3, etc.). Blu-ray Discs cannot be played on standard DVD players.

Blu-ray Discs (BD) get their name from the blue-violet laser used to read the discs. The blue-violet laser uses a shorter wavelength (450 nanometers) than the red laser used to read standard DVD’s (650 nm), which allows the laser to focus in a tighter beam. As a result, almost six times more data can be stored on a Blu-ray Disc than on a standard DVD.

Blu-ray Disc competed with HD DVD in the High Definition Format War from roughly between 2000 and 2008 when the scales tipped in Blu-ray’s favor. The format war between Blu-ray and HD DVD was mainly decided by the various business alliances that formed between major film studios and retail distributors and the two High Definition formats.

Lissa K. McLean Collection

When Lissa McLean attended Stoner Elementary School in the Waverly school district, the library had just one women’s history book – on Clara Barton, founder of the American Red Cross. Lissa checked out the book over and over again, but was frustrated with the school library’s lack of books about women and their impact on history and society.

Thus began her life-long quest and passion to acquire books and materials reflecting the contributions women have made to our communities, our country and our quality of life. It was one of Lissa McLean’s final wishes before she died of cancer four years ago that her hometown receive her collection of more than 600 books, videos, pictures, and pamphlets about women.

Many books in the collection are autographed by such authors as Hillary Rodham Clinton and Queen Noor of Jordan. Lissa wanted to share her collection with the Delta Township District Library because she knew it would be accessible to everyone and would be appreciated by the mid-Michigan community. Lissa also set up a committee to oversee and add to the collection.

Lissa K. McLean graduated from Waverly High School in 1975 and from Michigan State University in 1984. She worked for the Michigan Department of Management and Budget until 1999 when she moved to Washington DC. Lissa was involved in the establishment of the Michigan Women’s Historical Center, and in promotion of the Women’s Sports Foundation and the Women’s National Basketball Association (WNBA).

About the Room
The Delta Township District Library building includes a room dedicated to Lissa’s collection and her spirit of education and information for everyone. This room will be a lovely space for all to enjoy, and will allow the Library to: bring together the entire collection in one space, accessible for all; provide space for discussion groups and meetings; educate and inform the public about the role of women in history; serve as a catalyst for the celebration of women in history; and promote recognition of the achievements of women.

Local History Room

The Local History Room houses a small collection focused on the history of Delta Township and the immediately surrounding area. Information on the early years of Delta Mills, the history of Eaton County and the growth of Delta Township can be found here.

Information on the history of the library can be found here as well, through Friends of the Library meeting minutes and news clippings.

Collection Scope
The Local History Room aims to collect materials specifically regarding Delta Township and the immediate areas in Eaton County.  Maps, family histories, city directories and yearbooks from Waverly and Grand Ledge High Schools are all items we are interested in preserving in our collection. Historically significant photographs of the area are also of interest and are able to join the collection digitally so the owner may retain the original. Anyone interested in donating material to the Local History Collection is asked to contact the Adult Services Librarian at 517.321.4014 ext. 603.

About the Room
The Local History Room is located in the south wing of the building and includes: secure glass display cabinets; open shelving for access to some materials; non-circulating materials for research and browsing; a study table.



